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ABSTRACT

Fish distribution and (heir abundance were investigated in 17 siles located pro-
portionally along the Bzura River (166 km long, lelt side tributary ol the middlc
Vistula). In the years 1960-1990 the river was practically fish-less wilh exception of
its shorl source parl, because il was heavily polluted with industrial scwage. Till
1994 the water qualily in the river was beyond the classification of Polish standards.
but after this year its qualily started improving lor many parameters. and in 1997
first items of information on {ish appearance were noted by anglers. Electrofishing
samples, obtained with a constant unit of efforl conducted in 1999, revealed the
presence of 22 lish species, which downstream of la rger Bzura tributaries (middle
course) allow anglers to catch them already. This happened wilhout fish stocking
hence presumably natural fish fauna regeneralion took place from a few clean tribu-
laries and the Vistula. In the river and anglers’ calches roach, perch and pike now
dominate, while other species are angled occasionally.



